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Abstract

The financial resources of the Mamluk state underwent major fluctuations and
transformations, which led to an expansion in taxation and the increased use
of confiscations. This, in turn, prompted people to seek means of protecting
their property, whereby waqf emerged as one of the legitimate legal outlets.
This study examines the relationship between taxation and confiscations in the
Mamluk state and the spread of waqf and the transformation of its functions,
by addressing the following research question: To what extent did taxes and
confiscations in the Mamluk state contribute to the spread of waqf and the
development of its system, particularly family and mixed waqf?

The study adopts both the historical and analytical approaches and concludes
that fiscal pressure and the proliferation of taxes and confiscations played a
direct role in the spread of family and mixed waqf in the Mamluk state, and
in transforming waqf—at least in some of its applications—from a purely

charitable institution into a mechanism of financial and social protection.

Keywords: Mamluks, Taxes, Confiscations, Waqf.
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