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endowment managed by a charitable institution with no time limit
on its existence became an ideal solution to this problem.

Fortunately, there are contractual frameworks that provide
charitable associations, including -Quran memorization associations-

with a significant degree of flexibility in establishing joint endowments.

In this regard, | recommend adopting the formula of diminishing
partnership contracts. With this formula, the association’s concern
in establishing the endowment is limited to owning an asset that is
capable of development, to serve as a productive asset generating
returns. The association then works on funding the development
through continuous fundraising efforts. At the same time, it finances
the development through the formula of diminishing partnership
contracts. This formula is among the best in terms of fairness,
flexibility, and adaptability. It may also be the most tempting for

funders, especially for long-term financing.

| believe that charitable associations, including - Quran
memorization associations - if they proceed along this path, will
achieve their objectives with ease and simplicity, which are not

available to them in any other situation.

With God’s guidance and success....
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has spread widely across the cities and villages of the Kingdom. We

pray to Allah to increase and bless this activity.

This activity has relied entirely on the donations of benefactors
and those who wish to invest in their own spiritual rewards and

attain lasting righteous deeds.

This support has mostly taken the form of endowment donations

andirregular one-time or non-recurring contributions.

The Quran memorization associations, throughtheirexperiences,
realized that relying on irregular donations was a mistake since their
unpredictability leads to inconsistent funding. This inconsistency
hampers the association’s ability to planits activities on stable and
sound foundations. Therefore, they adopted the idea of establishing
joint endowments.’ This initiative, along with its primary purpose
of ensuring stable funding for the association, has also helped

overcome two significant obstacles that hinder potential endowers.

The first: is providing an opportunity for endowment to those
with limited incomes. The joint endowment became anideal solution,
allowing anyone who wishes to make an endowment, regardless of
their financial capacity or the small amount of money they want to
contribute for the reward of the endowment, to participate in the
joint endowment financially. After all, a single dirham may surpass

athousand dirhams in value?

The second: is the issue of guardianship over the endowment.
Typically, the endower is not confident about the future of the
endowment, fearing it may be managed by someone incapable

or that it may be lost if there is no responsible guardian. The

Issue No. Ten
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government officials. This is despite the fact that the endowment
system in Islam and throughout its history has been one of the

greatest means of social justice.

As we are within the realm of Quranic memorization institutions,
we must not overlook the contributions of endowments in the past
towards the sponsorship of Quranic education and its sciences.
Endowments had a significant role, as Qurans were endowed in
mosques and schools, endowments were dedicated to copying
and distributing the Quran, and numerous endowments were
established for Quran memorization schools and their teachers,
whetherin schools or mosques. The Holy Mosque in Mecca and the
Prophet’'s Mosque in Medina were endowed with many endowments,
the proceeds of which were allocated to memorizers, teachers, and

students of knowledge.

The endowers, in particular, took special care in providing
education for orphans and impoverished children, endowing
numerous foundations for this purpose. To this day, endowers
remain dedicated to this cause, recognizing its significance among

acts of charity.

After the righteous and blessed man, by the will of Allah,
“Muhammad Siti", shed light on the importance of establishing
Quran memorization associations in the Kingdom, our beloved
country witnessed a blessed resurgence and a significant interest
from various segments of society, at all levels, in supporting these
associations. Consequently, these associations multiplied, and their

members increased to thousands, all praise be to Allah. This activity
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making their actions appear righteous in their eyes, leading them

astray in life while they believe they are acting virtuously.

Hence, those who possess wisdom in their livelihood and have
learned from the outward aspects of worldly life, often referred to
as advanced nations, have been vigilant to this matter and have

warned against it most cautiously.

Forexample, inthe United Kingdom, the United States of America,
and countries where the Anglo-Saxon legal system prevails, there

exists a system resembling endowments called (Trust).

The governments of those countries have been keen on
refraining from intervening in this system, opting instead to establish
a form of administration focused on supervision, assistance,
information gathering, and dissemination to relevant parties. They
have preserved the privacy and individuality of this system, warning
against interference in its management. There is not enough room
to elaborate on the results of this wise policy, but among its most
important outcomes is the evolution and expansion of this system,
enhancingits capacity to adapt and address the diverse and evolving

needs of society.

It is a curious paradox that in this age, which has exposed the
flaws of nationalization policies and vigorously advocates for project
privatization, despite the clear impact of privatization on social
justice and its requirements, we find among the people of Muslim
lands, known for their goodness, righteousness, and knowledge, as
well as those working for Islam's cause, proponents or supporters

of nationalizing endowments and subjecting them to the control of

Issue No. Ten
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Their means of achieving this was by incorporating it into the
government administrative framework, paving the way for placing

it under the authority and control of the administration.

This policy yielded its results, as the endowment system was
nearly eradicated or rendered ineffective in the Islamic world. This
detrimental policy persisted in Islamic countries even after the end

of colonial rule.

The matter culminated in Egypt with the issuance of a system
that mandated the conversion of endowments in the Arab Republic
of Egypt into a public institution encompassing authority over all
endowments in the republic, except those belonging to the Coptic
Endowment Authority, and except for endowments established
by their owners during their lifetime, with trusteeship during their
lifetime, reverting to the public institution upon their death. It is
evident that the practical outcome of this system is its subjection
to all the drawbacks of bureaucracy and administrative inefficiency,
exacerbated by the absence of an effective deterrent to prevent
benefactors from engaging in endowment activities, as long as they
know it will eventually fall under governmental administration, in
whom they may have trust in terms of honesty but not in terms of

efficiency.

The inclination towards slogans, the tendency to follow rhetoric
blindly, and the blind adherence to popular opinions without
exercising reason and objective thinking, coupled with negligence
towards the principles of knowledgeg, are sadly prevalent ailments.

Their consequence is that people’s misdeeds are adorned for them,
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resist external invasions, such as the assaults by the Crusaders and
the Mongols. The resistance of Islamic civilization to these invasions

stood as a rare example in human history.

The effectiveness of the endowment system in the lives of
Muslims was aided by the principles upon which it was based, the

most important of which are:

1. Abstaining from tampering with the principal of the
endowment ensured its protection, shielding it from the

whims or ill intentions of those entrusted with it.

2. The consensus among jurists that “the valid condition set
by the endower is equivalent to the ruling of the legislator”
ensured the protection of the endowment and reassured the
endower of the continued disbursement of their endowment

for the purposes they intended and cared about.

3. The jurisdiction of the judiciary over endowments ensured
protection from the interference of government administrative

authorities, safeguarding endowments from external influence.

History has proven that any deviation from these principles was
a nail in the coffin of endowments. When colonial powers seized
Muslim lands in the past two centuries, recognizing that political
conflict relied on the outcome of cultural and civilizational struggles,
their primary concern was to eradicate or weaken Islamic civilization
to the utmost degree possible. Since endowments constituted the
backbone of Islamic civilization and the foundation of its strength,

it was natural for colonizers to target the weakening or elimination

Issue No. Ten
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After the system of «kharaj' (land tax) shifted due to the lack of
wisdom and oversight from some rulers towards the system of «iqta’
(land grants), and as a consequence of the loss of endowed lands
through their allocation to individuals, the Islamic state deteriorated,

transforming into smaller states.

The Muslims did not reach that brilliant solution by chance or
by whim, but because of thoughtful consideration and weighing
of interests. Rather, the Muslims were divided into two factions
- in considering this issue - Omar ibn al-Khattab and those who
supported his opinion, and Bilal and those who supported his
opinion, among those who opposed the cessation of open lands
and saw their division among Muslims as similar to other spoils. The
debate was prolonged, arguments clashed, and disputes intensified,
prompting Omar to say, “O Allah, suffice me against Bilal and his
companions.” Then Allah intended good for the Muslims, and the
opinion advocating the cessation of open lands prevailed. This
was a great blessing for Islam and the Muslims, and the Muslims
continued to enjoy this system until it weakened and transformed
into a system of individual ownership, causing the Islamic state to

lose its most important cornerstone.

Despite the decline of the Islamic state, Islamic civilization
remained steadfast, thriving, and growing, thanks to Allah’s blessings

upon the Muslims, and then to the endowment system.

Through the endowments, which the affluentamong the Muslims
excelled in implementing, Islamic civilization and Muslim societies

remained unaffected by the rise or fall of states. They were able to
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blessed tradition throughout the ages and in various countries and
forvarious purposes. There remains no act of righteousness, nor any
public benefit, except that it has been endowed upon. Endowments
have been established for the poor, the needy, and the orphans, as
well as for the public good in mosques, schools, hospitals, roads,
rivers, bridges, and irrigation channels. They have been established
for both humans and animals, whether domestic or wild.

Muslims have resolved one of the greatest economic dilemmas
facing humanity through endowments, and it continues to be a
question that.

perennially arises: Should the state lean towards public ownership
orindividual ownership? Humanity has oscillated between communism

and capitalism, encountering the woes of both systems.

And Allah (GOD) guided the Muslims to the best solution. When
conquests began, expanded, and Islam spread, Muslims during the
era of the righteous caliph, Umar ibn Al-Khattab peace be upon
him, faced this dilemma. They were guided to its solution through
endowments. All newly conquered lands were endowed for the
general welfare of Muslims. Considering that the economy at that
time was predominantly pastoral and agricultural, and given the
vast extent of the endowed lands, which comprised at least ninety
percent of agricultural lands in the Islamic realm, such as all the
lands of the Iraqi plains which were endowed except for three
villages, when we reflect on history, we see the immense wisdom
with which Allah guided the Muslims. The strength of the Islamic
state fluctuated dynamically between strength and weakness
according to the strength or weakness of this system.
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Applications of Endowments Between
Time past and Today!"

Prepared by:

His Excellency Sheikh Saleh bin Abdulrahman Al-Huss-a-ein
Former general Presidency for the affairs of the two holy mosques,
member of the Council of Senior Scholars,

Former member of the Presidential Council of the King Abdulaziz
Center for National Dialogue in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Praise be to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon the noblest
of Allah’s creation, Muhammad, the son of Abdullah, may peace and

blessings be upon him and his family.

Afterthe Prophet (i£) peace be upon him legislate endowments
both in word and deed, the companions peace be upon them took
great interest in endowments during his lifetime (i) peace be
upon him and after he passed away. It is narrated that the rightly
guided caliphs established endowments, as did the ten companions
promised paradise and the mothers of the believers. In fact, it is
reported that every companion peace be upon them who had the

means established endowments. Muslims have adhered to this

(1) This speech was delivered at the First Conference of Quran Memorization
Associations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, held in the city of Taif, Saudi Arabia. Due
to its importance in understanding the jurisprudence of endowments (wagf), it has been
republished with behave for reference. For access to the original article, please refer to
the following link:

https://www.rowaq.org/?p=19#
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