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Rents of Residential Jewish Awqaf (endowments) in al-Fustat
during the Ayyiubid period
A study and publication of a housing Deed of Lease in the Rabbanite
Jewish Awqaf
Dated on 2 Shaban 626 AH /25 June 1229 AD

Abstract:

This study deals with the rents of the Jewish residential endowments in al-
Fustat in the Ayyiibid period. The study is a close investigation and
publication of a housing Deed of Lease in the Rabbanite Jews Awqaf; the
lease is dated on 2 Shaban 626 AH / 25 June 1229 AD. The study
commences with a survey on the Jewish residential communities and their
numbers and their religion sects in al-Fustat. In order to understand the
rental system in the Ayyiibid period, the study reviews the methods of
registering and extracting the rents of the residential real estate according to
what was stated in the Shuriit books. Thereafter, the study appraises the
rents of the residential Jewish Awqaf (endowments), the ways of collecting
their revenues, and the ways of their expenditures in the light of the Geniza
documents.

Based on the foregoing, the nature of the information in the rental accounts
of the residential real estate required a definition of the Jewish endowment
system known as: Al-Qddesh or Al-Heqdésh, which is similar to the Islamic
wqaf system. In the Geniza documents, it was - sometimes - called by the
term wqaf or habs. The Jewish Judicial Court was officially granted the right
to administer the jewish waqf and sometimes solely took responsibility for
managing the waqf. The Jewish Judicial Court entrusted the Parnas for the
jibayat (the collection) of the amounts due for renting real estate and placed
some controls and conditions on the tenants. A large part of the rental
revenues was spent on serving the poor and the needy, maintaining the
Synagogues, maintaining and restoring the endowed properties, and paying
the Government taxes. The value of rents varied from one place to another
and rents were affected by natural disasters such as famine and epidemics.
The study concludes with indexing the deed of lease in terms of form and
content, examining its contents, publishing and editing its text.

KeyWords: Leases -Qoadesh-Heqdesh- Awqaf - real estate - al-
Fustat - Geniza documents-Ayyiibid period
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