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Abstract:

In this research, the researcher examined the role of waqf (Islamic
endowment) in achieving food security throughout Islamic history. This was
done by reviewing some of the endowments concerned with food security,
starting from the Prophet’s era up to the Ottoman period. The objectives were
to: document the historical role of waqf in achieving food security, extract
lessons learned from its historical experiences, identify waqf mechanisms
and practices related to food security, and build a knowledge base for future
recommendations to serve as a foundation for practical and scientifically

applicable recommendations in the modern era.

The importance of this research stems from: the urgent need for such studies
in light of rising hunger rates in our region, the research’s contribution to
reviving interest in and developing the wagqf institution to suit contemporary

needs, and its role in promoting social solidarity and achieving justice.

The researcher adopted two integrated methodologies for this study: the
descriptive analytical method, by collecting, describing, studying, and

analyzing information contained in ancient and modern books to reach accurate
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and clear solutions to the research problem; and the historical method, by
scientifically uncovering historical facts and events that occurred in the past,
through delving into Islamic history from the Prophet’s era to the Ottoman

period.

The study concluded that thewagqf system fundamentally relies on establishing
principles of social solidarity. Furthermore, achieving food security, addressing
poverty, providing potable water, and feeding the poor and needy throughout
different Islamic eras were among its top priorities. The study also highlighted
the increasing importance and need for the waqf ‘s role in achieving food
security in the present era, especially with the rise of famines, spread of

epidemics, wars, and conflicts.

The study concluded with several recommendations, the most important of
which are: launching a widespread Arab media campaign to raise awareness
about the importance of waqf ‘s role in achieving food security, initiating
Arab programs and initiatives aimed at achieving food security, encouraging
universities, academies, and waqf institutions to conduct scientific research
on the role of waqf in achieving food security, and finally, adopting modern

methods for monitoring cases affected by food insecurity and malnutrition.

Keywords: Food security, Islamic waqf, Feeding the poor, Providing drinking

water.
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